
Mayor Tolson moved that an appropriation ot tel.07, inclusive 
of tax, be macLe for the printing of 1,000 ticket agent's daily re
port sheet~ by the TOn-ance Herald. Councilman Gilbert seconded 
the motion, which was carried 'Qy the following roll call vote: 
AYES: . COUNCILMEN: Cuce1, Gilbert, Powell and 'rolson. NOES: COUH
(:IIJ4lilN: None. ~T:. COUNCILMEN: Hitchcock. . 

)(ayc>r Tolson moved that an appropriation of $149.12, plus tax, 
be made for engine exchange. and parts for Bus No. 102. COuncilman 
GllbE\rt s,conded themoUon, which was carried. by the following roll 
call vote: .A.YES: COUNCILMEN: Cucci., Gilbert, Powell and '1'olson. 
]!lOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCII...MEN: Hi tchcock. 

Councilman Cucci moved that all bills properly audited be paid .. 
Counoilman Powell seconded the motion, which was carried by the 
following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Cucci, Gilbert, Powell 
and Tolson. HOES: COUNCIlMEN: NOlle. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: Hi tahcook. 

At 9:5~ P.M., on motion ot Councilman Ouoci, seconded by Council
man Gilbert, the meeting adjourned to May 29, 1944 at 7:30 P.M. 

APPROVD: 

.M:mtrrES OF AN ADJOURNED REGULAR 
MEE'rING OF THE GUTY OQUNOIL 
OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE 

Torrance, california 
Kay 29, 1944 

The City Council ot the City ot Torranoe oonvened in an Ad
jO'@lled Regular .eetiDg in the aouncil Chamber, €:1ty Hall, Torrance, 
California, oD.Monday, May 29, 1944,. at 7:45 P.M. 

Mayor Tolson oalled the meetillg to order. 

Clerk Bartlett oalled the roll; those answering ~r.sent being 
Councilmen: aueoi, Gilbert, Hitohcock, ~oW8ll and '1'olson. Absent: 
Couno llmen: Hone • 

.All those present in the Council Ohamber saluted the FlagJ 

Being an Adjourned Begular Keeting, the regular order of busi
neS8 was dispensed with. 

A communication ... s read from 1Ir. M. E. Hammond, Long Beach, 
requesting permission to move a house trailer on a lot in Walteria, 
to live in until they can complete _ garage house thereon. 

Counci&man Powell asked Kr. Hammond, who was in the audience, 
how long it would take to complete the garage house; to which Mr. 
Hsmmond replied that it would take about two weeks. . 

Couno1l.man Cuoci moved that !Ir. Hammond be granted permission 
to occupy a house trailer, on their lot in Walteria, tor a period 
of not over thirty days, with the stipulation that the City Attorney 
prepare an agreement, to be Signed by Mr. Hammond, stating that the 
trailer would be vacated within one month or it would be removed 
from the lot~ Councilman Powell seconded the motion, whioh was 
carried unanimously. 
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Councilman Gilbert moved that an appropriation of $244.93 be 
authorized for additional expense incurred in the installation ot 
plumbing filcili ties in the Bus Depot at 1014 South Hill street, in 
Los Angeles. Councilmu Hitchcock seconded the motion, which was 
carried by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: CUcci, 
Gilbert, Hitchcock, Powell and ~olson. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. 
ABSENT: COUNClIMEN: None. 

Counoilman CUooi moved that an appropriation of 1330.19 be auth
orized.tor the purchase of fittings for the water Department stook. 
Councilman Hitchcoct seconded the motion, which was carried by the 
following roll call vote: AYltS: OOUNCII..MEN: CUoci, Gilbert, Hitch
cock, Powell and Tolson. NOES: COUNCIU4EN: None. A2Sl£NT: COUN
ClIMEN: None. 

Clerk Bartlett presented and read title to: 

RESOLUTION NO. 1662, 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY OF TORRANCE, CALIFORNIA, 
AUTHORIZING THE CITY TO ENTER 
INTO THE ANNEXED AGREmIEN'l'. 

CGunci1man CUcci advised that he had held up action on this 
Resolution, at the last meeting of the Council, in order to make a 
further study ot the situation, and advised that the state Legisla
ture has recently passed an Act whereby no property can be sold at 
publio auotion for the years 1943 and 1944, and theretore could see 
no reason for the City. to renew its contract with the Associated, 
Asses~ent Engineers, as no property could be sold. 

Ir. Basil Greig, a representativ.e of the Associated Assessment 
Engineers, advised the legislation to which Jlr. CUoc1 reterred, 
applies only to -Tax SOld Property- and not t,o "'fax De.eded Property,
and that there 1s a vast d1tterence between these two types of 
delinquent properties. , 

COuncilman CUcc1 stated that he believed t~e reason the Legis
lature passed this Act was to protect the Service Man and his 
tamily~ and inasmUCh a8 the City cannot sell any property. at auc
tion, and inasmuoh as the revenue received by the City during the 
paat year is only ta.075.00, he c~ld see no reason why the City 
should enter into an agreement at this time, tepossibly taking away 
some service man's land while he is in the service, without giving 
him a chance to redeem it. It 

Councilman CUoci turther stated that while it may be true that 
the Asaociated Asaelament Engineers, with .,the consent of the '!"ax 
Collector, oan negotiate a sale of tax deeded property to a private 
owner, -why should we take such a chance while the Legislature has 
declared a moratori~, and I suggest that the City ot TOrranoe do 
the same thing.-

Whereupon, Councilman Cucci moved that the request of the Asso~ 
ciated Assessment Engineers tor a renewal ot their oontract with the 
City ot ~rrance be denied. 

Mr. Greig advised that what Councilman CUcci said is true ot 
property that was sold to the State during 1937 and subsequent there~ 
.to, but it 18 not true of property sold to the State in 1936 and 
prior thereto; and furthermore, that most of the land on which they 
are working was sold to the State in 1932 and no taxes have been 
paid since that time • 

.. e have to make a &worn affidavit to the Tax Oollector,- Baid 
Mr. Greig, -that we have examined the title to the property and 
that the title is not he~d by any soldier or sailor, or anyone in 
the armed forces; and further, that this property is not'now being 
used for agricultural purposes. So far we have tound only one parcel 
that belonged to a serviceman. Most of the property is in the hands 
of older people who are not in the service.. I venture. to say that 
not one~half of one percent of the property comes within the, cate~ 
gor" that he designates. , ite don't even request that the Tax Col-



lector issue a deed to the City for any property that was sol~ in 
1937 and subsequent; all of the requests were for property sold in 
1936 and prior. 1t 

Itl didn~t see anything in the Act that required an·affidavit,· 
said Councllman Cuooi, "But if you do make the affidavit, how do w. 
know it is correct?· 

"Well, Mr. CUooi, Itreplied Mr. Greig, -W. are not in the habit 
of making false affidavits." "Counoilman CUoci, 1 feel that you were 
very olose to slandering me and my firm at the last meeting of this 
Counoil, so tonight please contine your remarks to the truth.· 

ftAre you willing,'" asked Mr. Greig, "that we handle only prop
erties that were sold to the state in 1936, or prior? laa p.r~eot
ly willing to agl:'ee to this because the Oity of Torrance had never 
made application for property sold in 1937,and Bubsequent." 

Counoilman Hitchcock inquired of A.ttorney MoCa11 if the oon
tract was all right and if there was any reason why the City should 
not enter into it. -

Attorney McCall replied that he had read the contraot and it 
was correot as to form. 

Councilman (}ucoi stated that he oould not rely on the advioe of 
anyone who was making money from the sale of tax deeded lands. 

Mr. Greig asked Counoilman (luoei if he questioned the honesty 
of the City Attorney. ''It 80 .. Counollman CUcoi, you should be 
ashamed to question the integrity of Mr. MoCall, the City Attorney, 
who has served the community so well tor so many years. It 

"I mow JIr. KcCall," replied Counoil.man CUcoi, Itand I alao mow 
that the J.lm1ghty Dollar plays an important part.'" 

"Councilman CUcci if you insist on reducing the conversation 
to as Iowa level as that, I refuse to be a party to it,· atated 
Mr. Gr.ig atter whieh he returned to his seat. 

COunoilman Bltohoook moved that the oontract with the Associated 
Assessnent Engineers be signed. 

Counoilman CUccj, stated that he bad made a prior motio·n that 
the contract be denied. 

Mayor Tolson asked it there was a second to Oounoilman 0:1,1001 'a 
motion. None being offered, the Mayor announoed the motioJl _s lost 
for want of a second. 

""I guess I am the only one on the Oounoil who really takes an 
interest in behalf of the servioeman,· said (}Ouncilman CUcci. 

(}oUDcilman Powell stated that he was also interested in sar .... 
guarding the interests of the serViceman, a.nd suggested that a olause 
be inserted in the oontract to the effect that there will be no tax 
deeded lands sold, that were sold to the state in 1937 and subsequent 
thereto;. and asked Counoilman Hi tchcook 1-1' he would aocept this 
amendment to his motion. 

Upon Counoilman Hitchcock's affirmative reply, Councilman 
Powell seoonded his motion, which was amended to read, that the con
tract between the City and the Assooiated Assessment Engineers be 
amended by inserting a olause to the effect that no properties sold 
to the state of California for the taxable years 1937., and subsequent, 
be resold by the City of Torranoe; and that no f'eas 0.1' any kind or 
charaoter shall be paid to the Associated Assessment Engineers, aNect
ing properties sold to the state for the ·years 1937 andsuhsequent. 
The motion, as so amended, was duly carried. 

Councilman Hitohcock moved that Resolution No. 1052: be adopted. 
Councilman Powell seconded the motion, whioh was carried by the fol
lowing roll call vote: AYES. COUNCII1lEN: Gilbert, Hitchcock, 
Powell and Tolson. NGES: COUNCILMEN: Cucci.· DSENT: COUNCIUtfEN: 
None. 

COunoilman Hi tohoock oongratulated Mr. Greig on the manner 1n 
whioh his Company, the Assooiated AssassmentEngineers, had oonduoted 
their dealings with the City, and sta-ted that throughout all these 
years no argument had ever arisen before, and hoped that it would not 
happen again. 

Mr. Greig thanked Councilman Hitchcook, and expressed his appre
ciation for the cooperation of the Council. -



Attorney Mccall stated that he wanted it definitely understood 
that the fees to be charged by the Assooiated Assessment Engineers 
were reduced tram ~ to l~. 

Clerk Bartlett read a oommunioation from the Associated Assess
ment Engineers, adVising that it the City Council will agree to pay 
2% of their commissions to Mr. JloCall~ they would reduoe the com
mission charged by them from 2~ to l~. 

Councilman Ponll asked IIr. Greig the reason for the two peroent 
to 'be paid to Jlr. licCall. . 

Mr. Greig re.pl1ed that the reason for this payment is this: 
"We are trying to gat an injunction dismissed on properties deeded to 
the state of Calitornia for 1939 taxes, and if we can sucoead, then 
a law-suit to quiet title .. ill have to be brought by the City of 
Torrance. That law-sutt should be brought, not only by the Speoial 
-C1 ty Attorney, but the regular Oi ty Attorney should be a party 1n this 
sui t as it invol Tas a large sum of money ~ and J4r. MoCallwill have 
to do a lot of work in conneotion therewith. If the Oity takes 2% 
from our contract and pays the City Attorney 2~ for repre88nting the 
City it .. ill not be any additional expense to the Oity." 

Councilman CUcci inquired wby Ilr. 1IoOall couldn't do this on his 
regular salary. . 

COuncilman Powell requested l4r. Greig to explain what properties 
were invol Ted. 

Mr. Greig stated, Itthere are 277 pieces of land in the City of 
Torranoe on which ditferent corporations and people filed injunction 
suits against the County of Los Angeles, and the ~ax Oolleotor, in 
liJ39, forb1dding this property to be sold because the taxes levied 
against it are Hlegal, and the -law suit has been lying there for five 
years and we are negotiating with these people to get the injunction 
released so the properties can be returad to the tax rolls, 8.Zld this 
will be the first law-suit of this particular type to be brought in the 
.State, to have this injUBct10n released." 

"To date,· sald Mr. Greig, .... e have paid only the Special City 
Attorney, but in this law-suit we believe that the regular City Attor
ney should act in behalf of the City of Torrance, ~nd there will be 
at least thirty days of reaaarch work to be done before Mr. McCall 
can pass on the particular procedure which we are proposing, and it 
1s for the prot.ection of the City of ~orrance that we are asking this. 

COuncilman Powell then said, '"1'hank you Mr. Greig. I and the 
other members of this Council ·were perfeotly familiar with it, you 
have outlined it betore. I just wanted you to explain it to the 
audience, some members of which might not know all the details. I 
feel that with a firm. of such proTen integrity as the Assoaiaied 
Assessment Engineers handling 1t, we'll be perfectly sa:re and every
one' 8 inte:re·sts w11l be well protected. It 

Councilman CUoci stated: ItIf it is that parcel ot land in the 
Hollywood Riviera Tract, I believe a contract espeo1ally designed tor 
-those paraels would be in order, but if it is for anything else I 
would not be in faTor of it.-

Mr. Greig replied: ItIf you wish, we will make it applicable 
only to that area.-

Councilman CUcci said: "J.s far as the Hollywood Ri ~iera Tract 
is concerned, I have no objeotion to that; but I do objeot to any 
other parcels whioh may be scattered throughout the Oity of Torrance.-

Counoilman Hitohcock moved that the letter from the Associated 
Assassment Engineers, agreaing to reduce their commissions from 2~ 
to le~ be made a part of the COntraot; and that the said 2~ ba paid 
to the Oi ty Attorney. Councilman Gilbert seconded the motion, whioh 
was carried by the following roll oall vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: 
Gilbert, Hitohcock, Powell and ~olson. NOXS: OOUNOILMEN: Cucci. 
A.BSEN~: COUNOILMEN:None. 

- Mr. Greig advised that they have had the Option Agreements pre
pared by the County Council's off1ce and they are the same as pre
viously used. 



Councilman Hitchcock asked Attorney McCall if they were the same 
as the contracts used before, and was the procedure identical. 

Attorney MoCall replied that they ,wera. 

Clerk Bartlett presented and read title to: 

RESOLUTION NO. l6~ 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL ,OF THE CITY 
OF TORRANCE, CALIFORNIA, AUTHORIZING THE 
CITY TO ENTER INTO AN AGREEMENT WITH THE 
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF THE COUNTY OF LOS 
.ANGELES TO PURC'HASE. TAX TITLES. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved that Resolution No. 1663 be adopted. 
Councilman Gilbert ,seconded the motion, which was carried by the 
following roll oall vo-te.: AYES: COUNCIlMEN: Gllbert, Hitchcock, 
Powell and Tolson. NOES: COUNCILMEN: Cucci. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: 
None. 

Mr. Greig presanted and read: 

RESOLUTION NO. 1664 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE, CALIFORNIA, AUTHORIZIBG AND INSTRUCT
ING THE ASSOCIA'rED ASSESSMENT ENGINEERS TO DO 
.AND PERFORM CERTAIN SERVICES PURSUANT TO AN 
AGBEEMENT BY .AND BE'NUN SliD CITY AND SAID 
ASSOCIATED ASSESSMENT ENGINEERS. 

Councilman Hitchcook moved that Resolution No. lE)64 be ad,opted. 
Counoilman Gilbert seoonded the motion; wh1ah was carded by the 
following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCIIMEN: Gilbert, Hitchcock, 
Powell and Tolson. NOES: COONCIlllEN: Oucci. J:BSEN'l': COUNCIL
MEN: None. 

Clerk Bartlett presented and read title to: 

RESOLUTION NO. 1665 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE, ACCEPTING BIDS FOR CERTAIN TAX DEEDEIl 
LAlmS IN THE CITY OF TORRANOE, .AND INSTRUCTING 
THE CITY CLERK TO APPLY TO LOS ANGELKS COUNTY 
FOR SUCH TAX DEEDS. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved that Resolution Xo. 1665 be adopted. 
Oouncilman Gilbert secoDded the motion, ,wh1chwas car~1ed by the 
following roll call vote: AYES: OOUNCILMEN: Gilbert, Hitahoock, 
Powell 8Jld Tolson. NOES: COUNCIlMEN: Oucoi. ABSENT: COUNCIL-
MEN: None. . 

Clerk Bartlett presented and read in full: 

RESOLUTION NO. 166E) 

RKSOLUTION O~ THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE, CALIFORNU, APPOIN'l'
ING A BOARD OF TRUSTEES FOR THE PUBLIC 
LIBRARY OF THE CITY OF TORRANOE. 

Oouncilman Cuooi moved that Resolution No. 1655 be ado~ted. 

Counoilman Hitohoook asked Counoilman CUoci how tnese people, 
who were named on the Library Board, had been chosen. 



Councilman CUcci replied that he had consulted with Mrs. Jamieson, 
the Librarian, and that most of them had been recommended by her. 

Councilman Hi tQhcook stated that he·retof'ore each Councl1l11An had 
been given an opportunity to appoint one member of the Board, and for 
one member of' the Council to seleot them all appeared to him .like ha 
was trying to ~ack the Board~. 

Counoilman Cucci advised that this matter had been neglected up 
to the present time and that he 'was only trying to get a Board seleoted. 
Councilman Powell seoonded Counoil:m.an CUoci's motion, which was oarried 
by the following roll oall vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: G11bert, Hitoh
oock, Powell and Tolson. (Councilman CUoci not voting) NOES: COUN
CILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCIIMEN: None. 

Mayor Tolson asked Engineer tain for a report on Crenshaw Blvd. 
Councilman Hitchoock requested that the Council reoess for ten 

or f'if'teen minutes as he had a matter he wished to discuss wi th the 
City Engineer. 

Engineer Jain stated that bef'ore the Council reoessed, he wished 
to advise that he had received a copy of a letter from Mr. G. T. 
McCoy, state Highway Engineer, addressed to the Distriot Engineer in 
San Francisco, reoommending that the Torrance Boulevard project be 
approved as presented by his office. 

Engineer Jain also reported that the two Dodge trucks, whioh ho 
had been authorized to purchase, had been turned down by the of'fice 
of Def'ense Transportation; but that upon making an appeal they had 
approved the purchase of one trUCk, but had denied his application 
for the purchase of the seoond truok. 

At 8:45 P.M., on motion of Councilman CUCCi, seconded by Council
man Hitohcock, the Council reoessed f'or fif'teen minutes. 

At ~:OO P.M., the Counoil reconvened, and the Mayor called the 
meeting to order. 

Counoilman Hitohcock moved that the City Engineer be author
ized to make a trip to Sacramento on behalf' of the City's road work, 
with expenses paid. COuncilman Powell seconded the motion, which ' 
was carried unanimously. . 

Oouncilman Gilbert moved that Mr. Nick Baker be employed in the 
Perk Department, at the regular salary paid a Park Maintenance man, 
etfective May ~O, 1944. Councilman Hitohcock seconded the motion, 
which was oarried by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCIL
MEN: Cuooi, G1lbert, Hitchcock, Powell and To~son. NOES: COUNCIL
MEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCI~: None. 

counoilman Gi~bert moved that 1Ir • .John TOlson be employed in 
the Park Department, during the summer months only, and not to ex
oeed twenty hours a week, at the regular rate of pay reoeived by 
Park Maintenanoe men. COuncilman Hitchoook seconded the motion. 

Councilman Powell inquired as to what work he is to perform. 
Councilman Gilbert replied that he will be employed to do gen

eral clean-up work around the picniC grounds during the summer months. 
Councilman Powell explained that the Oity is oarrying quite a 

number of' old men now who are just able to get around, and while it 
is hard to get anyone he didn't think it very wise to employ men if' 
they can't perfor.m a reasonable day's work. 

Eng1neer .Ja1n asked what department these two men will be charged 
to; explaining that 1n the past 11'8 have had men work1ng in the Ball 
Park and around the p1cn1c tables, and some come under one super1n
tendent and some under another. 

Councilman Gilbert adVised that these men would be under Mr. 
Blake and w1l1 be charged to the Park Da.partment. 

Mayor 'fQlson called for a vote on Oounoilman Gilbert's motion, 
which was oarried by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCIL
MEN: CUoci, Gilbert, H1tchcook, Powell and Tolson. NOES: COUNCIL
MEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCIU4EN: None. 



C.()unoilmQ. Gilbert moved that an appropriation of 1100.00 be 
made for the purohase of playground equipment. Councilman Powell 
seoonded the motion, whioh was carried by the following roll call 
vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: CUcci, Gilbert, Hitchcock, Powell and 
Tolson~ NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCIIMEN: ·None. 

Councilman CUcci stated that he had been informed by Mr. Brodie 
that during this war period he had issued about fifty keys to th. 
Control Center, and it would be a difficult job to oollect fifty 
keys, and suggested that we ohange the lock combination as there is 
some valuable equipment stored in the Auditorium. 

Chief Stroh advised ·that only about three keys had been issued 
and that these persons were still entitled to carry them, in conneo
·tion with their work. 

Councilman Cucci stated that evidently there was some mis
Understanding and he would investigate the matter further. 

Mayor Tolson stated that a meeting had been held with Mr. 
KaratelleD, just prior to the regular meeting this evening, and he 
believed Mr. Karsteller was willing to continue on a temporary basis 
until July 1st, and if at that time it beoame apparent there would 
be no ohange the City would enter into aoontract with him as 
Agent for the Torrance Munioipal Bus Lines, at the Los Angeles 
Office; and that no action would be necessary at this time. 

ORAL COMMUNICATIONS 

Mr. Charles Elman addressed the Council very briefly. 

At 9:11 PJl., on motion of Counoilman Hitohoook y seoonded by 
Counoilman ~owell, the meeting was adjourned. 

APPROVED: 

MINU'rES Oll' A. REGULAR MEETING 
OF ~HE CITY COUNCIL OF 
T~ CITY OF TORRANCE 

CITY CLERK OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE 

~rran~, California 
June 13, 1944 

The' City Counoil of the City of Torrance oonvened 1n a Regular 
Meeting in the Council Chamber, Ci.ty Hall, 'rOrranoe, cal1forn18,lon 
Tuesday, June 13, 1944, at 7:45 P.M. 

Mayor Tolson called.the meeting to order. 

Clerk Bartlett called th~ roll, those answering present being 
Councilmen: CUoci., Gilbert, H1tchoock, Powell and Tolson. Absent: 
Councilmen: None. 

All those preli!ent in the Council ChSmbersalutedthe FlagS 

Oounoilman Hitchcock moved that the minutes of a Regula!' Meeting 
held May 25, 1944; and of an Adjourned Regular Meeting held May 29, 
1944 be approved >as written. Councilman Cuoci seconded ~he motion, 
whioh .as carried unanimous1y. 
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